
PA C I F I C 
NATIONAL 

TH E 

volume 2 - Number 6 
- . . - - .--------

NOR T H W ES T 
R�ILWAY HISTORICAL 

T R A I N M A S T 

Portland, Oregon 

CH APT E R  
SOCIETY 

E R 

O ctober 7, 1057. 

�ditor - C. J. Keenan 6354 N .  E. Cleveland Ave. Portland 11, Oregon 
-_. __ . _----- ---- -- -- -_._- -- -

Notice of NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

The ne:xt regular meeting wil.l be held Thursday, October 17th, 1957, 
in Room 208, Union Station, Portland,. Oregon. Colored slines by 
George Burton, Al HaiJ and Sam Merrell provided another nividend of 
real entertainment for members attending the september meeting. Each 
meeting during the past year has hHd pleasant surprises. 

UNION PACIFIC'S "APACERII 

(Editor' s Note: Although the varnish beholds the glamor and sets the 
stat';e it can be said that freight trains are attractive too, and some 
really intr iguing , especially Union Pacific Train Numbers 125 and 126. 
After watching with considerable interest at various times the depart
ure of number 126 from the Union station at Portland, I asked Press
Radio-Television Relations of the Union Pacific for a story about 
the se unusual freight trains Ftnd they were kind enough to come through 
and here it is for your diFest. ) 

Union Pacific's HerchandiGe Sneoial, nO"1 in its fifth year of serVice, 
has beoome a byword among North"le st shippera. 

Wi th the regularity and dependability that is peculiar to railroada, 
No. 126 has been providing speedy service on less-than-carload freifht 
five days a week since her 7l4-mile run started July 20th, 1953, 
from Portland to Pocatello, Idaho, 

At 6 ;55 P.M. Honday through Friday, three 10Iv-throated, 750-horsepower 
diesel units glide out of Portland' G Union Station with a string of 
box cars and trailer-fre if-ht cars, and other f reip.'ht trains must clear 
the tracks when No. 126 comes booming along. She only goes into 
sidlngs for passenger trains. 

One of the things that makes the }�eJ.'chandise special a trHotshottr
freight is the pride the crews take in keeping her on hAr fast ached-
1;,le. These men come from the !Jain Line freight orews, and it takes 
"whiskersli to J-lold a job like thRt, 

The story is told that a trainmaster' was standing on the platform of 
The Dalles s tation one night Ivhen a high ·balling crew stopped No. 126 
to cut off a boxcflr. Checking hiG watc'1 h e  lOoted the run had b een 
made a few minutes faater than the GcJ-ledule - and almost as faat as 
the Union Pacific' G top passenger train. Raising an eyebrow toward 
the conductor, the tra inmaster said: liOn-time performance is what 
we are after, but don't let your enthusiaom for this tr-ain make you 
think you should out run the City of Portland. II The conductor ac
knowledged the reprimand 'vi th a friendly grin, knowing the trainmast er 
was doing his job according to the rules, but he also was sure the 
official was pleased with the s pirit of his men. 

liThe Merchandise Special was inaugurated,1I said C. W. Evers, Union 
Psoifio Traffic Ilanager, 'Ito meet the competition of the trucking in-
duotry. And the special hflS proved to be a real comneti tor. 'I 
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Evers pOinted out thBt the Union PRcificls trRiler-freight service, 
carrying goo�s in truck trRilars trRnsported on flRt cars has b e en 
a ';Natur"tl" for the Merchandise SpeciRl. The two services tor:ether -, 

-provide even faster service on the delivery o f  mp,rchandise. 

For example, a semi-trailer loaded by a Portland shipper is hquled 
by- Union Pacific tr u ck to the freight y"rd and there lORded on R 
flRt car speciRlly constructed for the traDsportation of highway 
truck trailers. 
The flat car is added to the Special 80 th'lt it can be set out  at  its 
dest inat ior, wi';;h the fewest move s by the fre ight crew. 
ThiS pF':Jcedure is usea in making up 'Ghe, entire train. When the trail
br re�(hes its destination, it is unloAded from the flat car and taken 
by truck to the receiver and placed at his dock for unloading. such 
shipmen-'Gs have been almost entirely free from both 108s and 
dRmage, said Evers. 

No. 126 can bORst that it provides first-morning delivery on merchan

dise to Kennewick, Ric-hland and Walla "JRlla in 7Vashington (cars are 
eut off at Hinkle, Oregon) and The Dalles, PenrUeton, LaGrande, Baker 
and Onta.rio in Oregon Rnd Weiser, l'Jampa and Floise i n  Idaho. second 
morning deliver? is received by merchants in Pocatello, Twin Falla 
and IdahO Falls in Idaho nnel the ()gden-Sal t Lake CIty area in Utah. 

1!The success of the Merchandise speCial can be seen in its growth," 
Gll-id Evers. "1.Ve atarted with 12 cars and n01¥ haul an average of 35. 
The number of cars depends on the total �onnage. shippers Rnd re-
ceivers tell UD that trucks can:t dHliver mer�hRndi8e any faster than 
this train." 

CUR NATIONAL CONVENTION 

1'he Fattonal Canventl_on "eld_ in Roanoke, "irginill., j\Ugust 31st, Sep
t t..r!: "l:t:I' 1 st and ;�nd.' lV ill go down in hi s to:t"Y A.S on e of our bes t and 
l a r g e s t  to date Both thA Nor:l"olk Hnd wentpl"'n nnrl. The Virginian went 
all out 'to Btlow our:   people tr-Ile �jol1thern hospitRlit:!. 

pbout GOO railruRi enthusiRsts embarke d the morning of september 1st 
on a  :)1')ecial tJ·[1.]�l ';�:r:>�p uvcr -'GriP Nor:'olk. nr.n. western from Roanolce to 
Matoaka, w est V}.l-gT,"ia, 'ria Pacahontas ·-'1:,ere the group toured the 
famous i)emcnst;ration COal Mine: stea!!1 l·)comotive s  powered the train 
to Matoaka whil\t). eonsisted of "c1'ielve �JCic,heG tlnd three gondolas fit-
ted v:il;!-; com:"ortable selats, The pciturn tr-i;.,>:p.r' The Virginian from 
Matoaka to P,oa!"'.0k-e vias the firnt time "that 8 po..ssenger train has 
operat�d over this rail:'ofid using all electric locomotive. 

Eo�no tha;1 400 ra'i.l fans boardeo_ the Bpcc'il<J. t rai n 'on, September 2nd for 
Blacksbu::cg. Vac On one port 5_on of tho?- ] ine , thre·.? s·:� earn locornoti ve e 

we:�e used - t o ·�u"il the trAtnc This WA.S one (()n\retl'l�:!.()ti Ivhere most mem� 
bers npne.1T'fd. :1n no hUJ:"'ry to le/:i.v e for homec Hotel FOB-floke, conven-
tion hea<i<{1.wrt(,y,s, is tOp8 1'01' up-aut:! Rna (;orlfort a;10, the food is 
8 c 'PUr:lpt i ous Q 
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