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FEBRUARY MEETING 

The February meeting will be on February 19th at 8:00 pm in room 208 of the Union Station.  Jeff 

Keenan has a set of slides dealing with Casey Jones which will be the main feature for the night.  In 

addition we will have slides by our members, and if you have any slides that we haven’t seen, bring 

them along.  A few of our members have still not paid their 1959 membership dues in the amount of 

$4.50.  Please send your money to the treasurer as soon as possible. 

* * * * * * * * 

At the last meeting we had a movie on the Alaska Railroad, plus Al Haij’s SP movie on their Daylight 

trains, which showed quite a bit of steam power.  Results of the election of officers were as follows:  

President, George Burton; Vice-president, Nelson Hickok; Sec-Treas., Walt Grande; Director, Harley 

Hallgren.  Dick Buike brought up the subject of damage to the locomotives at the Oaks Park.  It was 

decided to start a fund for the upkeep of those locomotives and Dick Buike and Sam Merrell were placed 

in charge.  Midge Wiesner brought up the subject of a combined trip committee and Miln Gillespie and 

Paul Wirth were appointed to this committee.  President Burton appointed the following to a committee to 

preserve railroad historical data:  Walt Grande, Ed Culp, John Labbe, Everett Wortman, Al Haij and 

Harley Hallgren.  Harley Hallgren was appointed to represent the club with regard to a plaque depicting 

the arrival of the first train in Portland. 

* * * * * * * * 

Permission has been secured from Rayonier Corp., Hoquiam, Wn for a group of our members to visit their 

railroad operation on Monday, February 23d.  (This is a holiday for some people.)  Be at the next 

meeting so details can be worked out.  Those going must release the club and Rayonier from all liability.  

Rayonier is still steam although they expect their first diesel this spring. 

* * * * * * * * 

The club had the opportunity to buy a private collection of railroad negatives at a very reasonable price.  

This collection was owned by Ernie Plant of Horseshoe Bay, B.C.  He is keeping the CPR and has already 

disposed of the CNR, but the bulk of his US collection is intact.  After checking with some of the 

members, your officers decided to go ahead and purchase this collection, rather than wait until the next 

meeting and risk the chance of losing it. 

* * * * * * * * 

At the last meeting we received membership applications from John Labbe, Mrs. Harriet Wiesner, and 

Harry S. Harvey.  Welcome to our organization. 

* * * * * * * * 

The SP has applied to the ICC for permission to discontinue its narrow gauge Keeler Branch in the Owens 

Valley of California and to substitute truck service.  The 70.4 mile freight line is the last narrow gauge 

common carrier on the Pacific Coast.  There has been no regular passenger service on the line since 

1932.  Freight service has been declining to the point where traffic averages about three cars per day.  

The SP has also dieselized the F.C. de Nacozari line in Mexico.  Hearings are now under way in San 

Francisco as to whether the SP will be permitted to cut the schedules of the Shasta Daylight to three 

times a week during the winter. 

* * * * * * * * 

We received our copy of the book “Motive Power of the Union Pacific” and would recommend it to 

members.  It does a very good job of covering its subject matter.  There are a number of pictures of 

early locomotives in Oregon, plus a number of pictures taken at Albina in the 1940’s.  Price is $10.00 

and well worth it. 

* * * * * * * * 
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With only four months to go until the Oregon Centennial opens, work is progressing on the 30” gauge 

1875 model steam locomotive under construction by the Oregon Locomotive Works.  The tender has been 

pretty much completed.  It is a little difficult to say how the locomotive itself is progressing since so 

much of the work has been farmed out to various foundries and machine shops.  The frame has been 

delivered to the construction site, and few of the various other parts are starting to show up.  George 

Burton and his new crew are going to be mighty busy between now and June. 

* * * * * * * * 

Mr. Bob Bollinger, principal owner of the Oaks Amusement Park, has filed suit against the Portland 

Traction Co. in the amount of $1,175,000 as damages to the amusement park because the Portland 

Traction Co. abandoned passenger service without permission.  The Oaks is approximately 1 1/3 miles 

from any other public transportation and because of the nature of their business are dependent upon 

public transportation.  Maybe this suit will hit the PTCO where it hurts—their pocketbook.  We wonder if 

other residents of the area served by the PTCO will also file suit against the PTCO for damages account 

not providing service.   

* * * * * * * * 

If a heavy snowstorm hits the Cascades between Portland and San Francisco, the SP will have a new 

electric snowplow ready for action.  The new plow, one of five built in the Sacramento shops of the SP, is 

now stationed at Eugene.  It will handle 50 per cent more snow per day than a steam plow and carries 

sufficient fuel and water to operate for 24 hours without stopping.  The old type steam plows had a limit 

of less than 8 hours.  In building the new electric plows the railroad reconstructed snowplows formerly 

using steam by substituting diesel motors and generators for the old steam equipment.  The new electric 

plows can make five to six miles an hour in dry snow and three to four in wet and heavy snow.  They 

can throw the snow as far as 100 feet on either side of the track.  Each plow has a radio telephone for 

communication with dispatchers, passing trains and wayside stations. 

* * * * * * * * 

Did you know that the NP has their 684, an early day 4-4-0 at Pasco roundhouse?  This locomotive is 

supposedly stored there for use at civic events in NP territory.  It is understood that the NP is getting 

reluctant to move this locomotive.  What could be more appropriate for the Oregon Centennial than to 

have a real 4-4-0 to go along with the 4-4-0 being constructed for the Zoo Railroad. 

* * * * * * * * 

The PGE Boosters are planning a trip over the PGE to rail’s end on July 5, 6, & 7th.  We will try to 

have more details later in case anyone is interested.  

* * * * * * * * 

Great Northern’s Cascadian, Seattle to Spokane local, was discontinued between Seattle and Everett Feb. 

9th.  Instead eastbound passengers will take the 8:05 am GN International enroute to Vancouver, BC, as 

far as Everett and transfer there to the Cascadian.  Under the old schedule the Cascadian left Seattle at 

8:15 am with a stop at Everett before continuing east to Spokane.  The operating brotherhoods on the GN 

tried to strike against the reduction in service but the railroad went to court and won a postponement of 

the strike. 

* * * * * * * * 

The Bamberger Railroad in Utah ceased operations Dec. 31, 1958.  The DRGW took over about 60 

industries in the Salt Lake City area, while the UP has taken over former Bamberger operations in the 

Ogden area. 

* * * * * * * * 

The death of Cecil DeMille this past month recalls an incident involving him while I was working for the 

UP in 1945.  DeMille was traveling through the Columbia Gorge on the City of Portland and instructions 

came out from President Jeffers to have the siding at Bonneville clear of cars so the DeMille could see 

Bonneville Dam.  DeMille produced the movie Union Pacific which gave UP so much free publicity.  

 


