THE TRAINMASTER

Room 1, Union Station
800 NW 6th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97209

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

FER )

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U S POSTAGE
PAID

Portland, Oregon
Permit No. 595

TIME VALUE MAIL



PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER
NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(an Oregon Non-Profit Corporation)

1973 CHAPTER OFFICERS

president
JOHN D HOLLOWAY 246-7551

2201 S W Palatine Street
Portland, Oregon - 97219

vice-president
KENNETH V DETHMAN 227-2806

Post Office Box 1301
Portland, Oregon - 97207

secretary
CHARLES W STORZ, JR 289-4529

146 N E Bryant Street
Portland, Oregon - 97211

treasurer
ROGER W SACKETT 644-3437

11550 S W Cardinal Terr
Beaverton, Oregon - 97005

director-at-large
IRVING G EWEN 281-7098
4128 N E 76th Avenue
Portland, Oregon - 97218

director-at-large
CORA JACKSON 774-3802
5825 S E Lambert Street
Portland, Oregon - 97206

chapter director
ROGER W PHILLIPS 282-7691
3733 N E 15th Avenue
Portland, Oregon - 97212

e e D el i oo o o oo oo e g

CHAPTER NEWS LETTER STAFF

editor and publisher
IRVING G EWEN 281-7098
4128 N E 76th Avenue
Portland, Oregon - 97218

Articles which appear in “The Trainmaster’” do
not express the ofiicial National Railway Histor-
ical Society attitude on any subject unless
specifically designated as such.

All exchange news letters should be sent to
the Chaptei’s business address:

Room 1, Union Station

800 N W 6th Avenue

Portland, Oregon - 97209

circulation manager
CHARLES W STORZ, JR 289-4529
146 N E Bryant Street
Portland, Oregon - 97211

“The Trainmaster” is sent to all Chapters of the

National Railway Historical Society. Copies are
addressed to the Chapter Director if no other
address is available. Chapters wishing to have
“The Trainmaster” sent to another officer or the
Chapter editor should write to the circulation
manager as listed above.

T T,
AP o,



I X TRAINM&ETER

Friday
16 February

8 PM

Friday
19 March

8 PM

Every
Saturday

Noon

Number 162 - February 1973

PNW CHAPTER TIMETABLE

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

The February meeting will take place In Burlington Northern's
Safety Assembly Room which Is situated in the long building
on the east side of N W 11th Avenue extended, north of Hoyt
Street (almost to the Lovejoy Ramp of the Broadway Bridge).

Program to be announced.

Refreshments served. These are arranged for by Mrs Cora
Jackson, Supt of Dining and Sleeping Car Services.

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

BN's Safety Assembly Room will also be the location for the
March meeting. Program to be annzunced. Refreshments-

Plan ahead. Reserve the date now. "The Trainmaster?, mailed
under third class permit, sometimes takes weeks to reach the
membership so can not be counted on as a mzeting notice for
the current month.

INFORMAL LUNCHEON

Yaw's Top Notch Restaurant, located at 2001 N E 40th Avenue,
Is the scene of this weekly gathering. A large table Is re-
served for the group, usually at the rear of the seating
area on the west side of the buiiding. The hostess or the
cashier will direct you to the "railroad bunch for lunch%.

Although this Is an unofficial function of the PNW Chapter,
I+ Is attended regularly by several members and their friends.
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JANUARY MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 10 PM by Vice President Ken Dethman
In the BN Safety Assembly Room in Portland. The minutes of the November
meeting were approved as corrected.

Ed Berntsen moved that the Chapter not join TRAIN (Tourist Railway Associ-
ation Inc.) at this time due to the expense Involved and because at present
most of the technical Information and assistance available to TRAIN members
Is already available elsewhere to this Chapter. Motion carried.

Roger Phillips reported that the New Year®s Eve trip Eugene to Oakland
on Amtrak with our ex-SP&S lounge car Mount Hood was cancelled due to lack
of enough passengers to cover costs.

Chapter Mech. Supt. Jim Gilmore reported on the Mount Hood at Cottage Grove:
1. New batteries were purchased and have been installed; 2. The 74 KW
generator from the baggage-dormitory car was Installed on the Mt. Hood;

3. All electrical equipment has been Inspected, and a short In the system
(prcbably to one of the marker lights) needs repair; 4. The car was
~thoroughly cleaned In anticipation of the Oakland trip; 5. The Waukesha
unit needs repair before the car Is used with air conditioning In service.

Ed Berntsen reported on a letter from the City of Portland Park Bureau
requesting assistance running a train trip for a group of mental ly retarted
people. The Park Bureau suggested a trip on Saturday March 17 or 24, Ed
moved that Chapter personnel assist the Park B ureau with a train trip

Tor these people on a Saturday In March or April and the motion carried.

Roger Phillips announced a tentative trip for February 17 to Seattle
via Amtrak with a trolley coach trip around Seattle.

Ed Berntsen moved that the Chapter establish a |iterature sales program
and that funds for a stock of material be appropriated by the board of
dlrectors. Motion seconded and passed on a show of hands.

Chuck Storz reported that the publisher will be working on the Chapter's
SP&S book again in' the near future and that action photos of late SP&S steam
and early diesels are needed to complete the expanded format.

The meeting was adjourned at 11 PM,

The program preceedlng the meeting featured Alex Ceres' slides of Pennsylvania
and Eastern U.S. eledtrified railroads, and Alfred Haij presented slides of
the last years of Portland and Los Angeles city and Interurban electric
operations.

-==Chuck Storz, Chapter Secretary
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THIS IS THE 28TH SO IT MUST BE RENFE

by Ed Immel*

In the last episode in the furthering travels of The Trainmaster's European
Bureau Chlef he was ridlng-down a mountainslde In a funicular with a bunch of
singing Germans. Chapter two will recount observations gathered on a 16 day. .
5,000 mile survival exercise through six European countries. Thé Christmas
trip was to be from Germany to Spain with a return by way of ltaly. What
follows are some highlights of the trip.

PARIS

Once the confusion of having six different railroad stations is overcome ..

and a map of the Mefro is acquired, travel in Paris is quite easy. The
subway lines vary from the new rubber-tired equipment to old steel cars buil+t
before World War Il. On the old equipment the motor noise is so lound it i3
enough to bring tears to an electric fan's eyes. ’

PARIS TO NIMES

This leg of the excursion combined first class service on the train Lo
Bourbonaise between Paris and Clermont-Ferrand with a ride on a dome
railcar through the Massif of Southern France. The railcar is a good ride
since you can sit up front with the engineer or ride in the dome section.
The line between Clermont-Ferrand and Nimes is through extremely rugged coun-
try and should be Included In any travel plans made by a railfan.

NIMES TO BARCELONA

Thls sectlon of the trip was to see if the third rail operation reported

to have operated in the Pyrenees was still In existance. |t took three
rail connections In two hours to bring me to the town of Villa Franche where
stood some of the oldest electric equipment | have ever seen that awaited
passengersioff our Renault rallcar. The operation is open-country running
with third rail In cars that were just recently metal covered since the in-
terior is completely wood. When the third rail shoe slid over the unprotec-
ted rail +ha+“?é§’¢overed with frost, showers of sparks wculd be thrown from
the trucks of the little cars. The traln came complete with a sheep herder
who ate his cheese and salami and then washed it all down with drinks from
a gallon jug of wine.
The scenery is tremendous and words can't really describe the countryside
through which the train ran. At the summit of the rum there was a meet with

another train and-tfime was available to take pictures. There was a double-
ender snow plow ahd some other equipment, all bathed in the brilllan sunshine

* YEyropean Bureau Chief"



4 PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAPTER
' " NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

"This is the 28+h so it must be RENFE", cont'd

at the 5,000 foot elevation. The trip down to La Tour de Carol was a series of
switchback loops as the train snaked its way back and forth on the sides of a

large valley.

At La Tour de Carol a decislon had to be made whether to go right to Toulouse
or leff fo Barcetona.  The answer had to be thought over, and what better way
than to éat a good French meal in the station and see what kind of equipment
arrived from Spain or France. The Spanish Railway train came rushing into the
station and the choice was made; on to Barcelona!

Since the Spanish and French railways have different gauges there is usually a
change of equipment at the border with the Spanish Railways (RENFE) crossing
into France or vice versa. After going through customs and finding a seat on
the electric MU set it was discovered that the track which al towed the Spanish
train to roar into the station was maintained by the French Railways and once
the train got Into Spain (150 yards) the speed dropped to about 30 miles per
hour all the way Into Barcelona.

One quick note about Barcelona; there are no more streetcars in that city. In
fact one of the old Washington, OC cars was seen on display in an open field
in northern Spain, probably 150 miles from where it once operated.

BARCELONA TO MADRID

This portion of the trip was made by TALGO train which seems to have been
embraced by RENFE as the answer to their desire for modern equipment since
most major lines have at least one TALGO train a day over them. The train Is
very nice and the meals served by Wagon Lits were very good. However, the
train ride suffers at times from bad track which can make the trip uncomfor
table. On welded rail the train is excellent although the public address
system which plays background music must have taken its speakers from old
crystal sets - it is really bad.

This brings us to two commenfg'thf should be made about the Spanish Ral lways
and Wagon Lits:

Spanlsh Railways ~ Spanish train reservations are enough to drive a sane
person Into a mental hospital. The Spanish have reached the perfecflon
In train reservations -~ for every minute you ride on the train, one mi-
nute Is consumed waiting in line for a reservation and RENFE requires
reservations on most trains or they throw you off.

A hint to anyone planning a trip to Spain, allow one day .in each major...: .
city to make a reservatlon to get you to the.next city.. Also; you ‘can.not '
make refurn reservations from, fhe .city in whigh you left unless you want

to pay the. cosf of a telegram, and have the tIme to walt for. an answer.

In addifion, you can make reservations only for the trains that leave the
city you are in unless you again want to stand the cost of a telegram.
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Barcelona has one of the most confusing situations in regards to reserva-
tions; if you want to get space on the TEE "Catalan Talgo"” you have to
 goto the North-Station and not the station from which® fie train;: ) eaves!
Offter international trains travel the same route and léave from the
“Teérmini Station, but only the "Catalan'" has to be booked from the North
Station. "

Wagon Lits - When one goes into the dining car on RENFE and looks at the
menu you realize that Jesse James never died, but is now the head of
Wagon Lits. Meal prices would make an old SP rider choke. Dinner is
usual ly over $6 with. beverages‘exfra; a pot of tea is 80¢ and a % ounce
cup of coffee costs: 50¢; - This type of pricing is found wherever Wagon
Lits is in charge of meat service.

while the passengers fork up a ransom to get a cup of coffee and a roli,
the dining car crew sits down to a mea! that makes the table groan
under the weight of all the food (in ltaly it was pasta, soup, salad,
veal, rice, desert, and wine at 7:30 AM being eaten in front of all the
passengers!).

Two remarks about Madrid; no streetcars are left and the subway has some of
the oldest equipment around which is usually packed to the ceiling.

MADRID TO ALGECIRAS

The plan was to use this train to catch a boat to Morocco, but allow-

ances were not made for being four and a half hours late into Algeclras,
missing all the day boats. 1f we continued on to Africa we would be faced
with the situation of being stranded there for the weekend since there were
no weekend boats. s

The day was doubly bad since | was suffering from drinking 10¢ a guart wine
in celebrating my wife's birthday the night before. Also, the goaT's cheese
and sunflower séeds did not help either.

A decision was made to continue on to continue on to Granada. The ten hour
trip on a rail car was ended with a hot bath and a huge meal to close out
a long, long, day of train riding. -

GRANADA*‘ , e

Bes:des belng the site of Spain's number one tourist attraction, the

Moorish castle of Alhambra, Granada is also possessed with Spaln s
oldest streetcars. A ride to Pinos Puente for 18¢ (for a distance of 13
kilometers) is a real travel bargain when one sees the equipment. The
peop le-catchers are bouncing along the rail, the car has a worse swayback
than a 110 year old horse, and if the windows are dirty the countryside
can still be enjoyed since gaps open up in the wooden sides big enough fo
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stick a hand through. In short, this is just what eVery rai |l fan Is looking for
in exotic rides. i

What was not figured on was being stranded in Pinos:Puente for an hour in the
evening's darkness, beseiged by beggars, children just standing and starling
and watchlng a group of farmers chase some loose mules through the streets of
town. All the while we were being entertained by a group of singing drunks In
the fown‘s cantina.

SPAIN TO ITALY

Tha remalnder o‘ “the. trip to Italy was uneventfu! with only the changlng

.of .wheels sets on the "Catalan Talgo” of any real rail interest. The
whole train is run through a special track that either spreads:the wheefs on
the axles or pushes them in depending on which direction a person is traveling.
| saw no .steam In Spain although | did get some pictures of rows of dead en-
gines at Alicante. e ; 2

- .ROME AND |ITALY

Italy's Rallways (FS) must have the oldest equipment In Europe along with
somg.of the newest. The ''Super Rapido” between Genoa and Rome averages
almost 72 miles per hour while the regular train still has wooden second class

seats.

Rome*s streetcars seen to run everywhere even though there are only five lines
left. ..I observed trackless trolley wire on many. sfreefs, but not a troliey
bus was to be seen running under thls wire. » . ;

A P W i
The "Setebel | 0" from Rome to Milan is showing its age with the front observa-
tion windows scratched so bad that it is almost impossible to see out of them.

The Italians are building a new "super railroad" between Rome and Florence
that lnvolves ‘miles of bridges to cross.valleys and long tunnels and cuts to
get through the separating hills. Completlon looks to be a couple of years
away, but should be quite a ride when completed.

o

MILAN

This has got to be the streetcar fan's best operation in Italy. The
equipment is old, but the insides are so heavily varnished that the walls
could be used for a mirror. The cars are a two-man operation with no heat,
and .n Decembgr that:can make: for soeme. cold raiifanning The cify s system Is
very extensive with- llnes crossing and recrossing each:other in a maze of .
tracks and routes. i e Sim .y ; 5
B A

MILAN.BACK TO NIEDERNHAUSEN

BeTwéén Milan and lnnsbruck:were observed :the only stations that | saw.
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with steam, and most of them quite small in size. The TEE from Milan to
Munich was new, being buiit in 1972 and was probably the finest train ridden
on the trip - it could not be faulted. The trip over Brenner Pass and through
Innsburck is loaded with scenery and railfan appeat. It would have to be in-
cluded on any European trip.

From Munich it was back to Miederhausen to collapse In the apartment after the
5,000 mile sojourn. The next day was spent separating film for mailing, laun-
dering a mountain of dirty clothes, and planning for the trip to England this
spring. | for one will not make the mistake of Irv Ewen (your illustrious
editor) of ordering Yorkshire pudding for desert!

Tune in later as your European Bureau Chief does battle with language pro-
blems in England and wrestles with British Rail.

YVT FRANCHISE RENEWED

Yakima Valley Trarsportation Company, the freight-only 21-mile electrified
Union Pacific subsidiary, received a new five-year franchise for street
operation trom the City of Yakimg, Wash., in December 1972. YVT operates
extensive street trackage in Yaklma serving numerous fruit packing plants,
with branches. extending to nearby Selah, Wiley City, and Henryboro. The
line has recently encountered ffack from Yakima city pIanners who don't
cansider.a railroad in the streets to be part of Yakima's future. However,
after much discussion when the previous franchise expired in July 1972,

a fuve~year renewal was granted permitting continued operation through
1977. Shlppers on line aren't eager to truck their produce downtown

for:. reloadlng intfo rail cars that could be, and are currently " spotted

at their suburban plants, and presumably will continue strong support

of the . YVT's ‘existance. The |ine operates two locomotives, GE steeplecab
298 and Baldwin-W &tinghouse boxcab 297, and is expected to remain
electrified for the forseeable future because the tight traction-line
curves won't handle any diesel yet tested that has the pulling capacity
.of the electric engines.

e
Passenger service on YVT was discontinued in 1948. Three of the line's
streetcars were transferred to the Portland Traction Company wuntii 1958,
and now are preserved and operational at the Puget Sound Railway Historical
Association mus eim in Snoqualmie, Wash.

B PURCHASES 1000 GRAIN HOPPERS IN PORTLAND

Burtington Northern awarded an $18 million contract Feb. 8 to Gunderson

Inc. division of FMC Corp. at Portland for construction of 1000 covered
hopper cars with 100-ton, 3300-bushel capacity, (BN 451600-452599) for grain
service. Gunderson is now turning out UP boxcars, and will start the BN
cars in June for completion in October for the fall grain rush.
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ITT-RAYONIER TO CLOSE SEKIU LINE

b I TT= Ra/onier inc. will close its Clallam Division logging:railroad in'April
\wp.l973 extending from Hoko Camp near Forks, Wash., to tidewater at ‘Sekiu, on the
~8trait of "Juan de Fuca. Rayonier will rebuild the barge slip at Sekiu to move

out the three Baldwin diesels and 2-6-6-2T No. 8. Lokey 8, stored since last
operating on a baitlast train about 1963, is owned by members of Puget Sound
Railway Historical Association and will probably be moved either to their

.ri: -Sncquaimie museum or a Sheiton storage site.

(R

1 iThe. Clallam Division, formerly Bloedel-Donovan Lumber Mills and Ozette''
Timber Company, was never rebuilt from the stump-dodging line laid eariy in
this century to get the logs out quickly, and has been gradually phased out
as operating costs continued to rise. Recently, iog trains have operated
only. between inland reloads and have not dumped into tidewater at Sekiu.
Picturesque Hoko Camp, one of the last full-fiedged !ogging camps in the
Pacific Northwest, is also being completely phased out. !

ITT-Rayonier's other Olympic Peninsula operation, the Grays Harbor Division
line north from New London near Hoquiam, Wash., tc Crane Creek Reload near .
Lake Quirault, continues in full swing, with log trains. hauted by four ex-SP
Baldwin AS-616 roadswitchers. A fifth Baidwin, formerly Kalser Steel's
tagle Mountain Railway 1028, arrived with the new year, and will go into |
service in March. This line was rebuilt to heavy mainline standards betwsen
1958 and 1962, and is expected to continue hauling logs for several decades.

CPR CONTINUES ELECTRIFICATION STUDY.. i

CP Rail. is constructing a quarter-mile section of overhead catenary at Ross Peak
on its main line near Revelsvoke, B.C., for the next stage of .an.electrifi<
cation feasibility stuuy that began in 1970. Purpdse of the test is to
determine the cost and the difficulties experienced in erecting catenary under
northern mountain condlflons, and to assess the effects of .the severe winter
climate on the structure. The test section is being equipped with funcflona]
hardware, but will naot be energized. Supervising construction is British * '’
Insulafed Calendar Cable Pompany o

CP Rail's study of the feasibility of electrifying its Calgary-Vancouver ‘maih

line has alregdy included electric locomotive performance tests in Norway and

Switzerland. These tests, says.the railroad, confiimed that "modern electric

locomotives could achleve traction levels 50% hlgher than the diesel-electric

locomotives ‘how in use. Studies are continuing on sources of electrical

supply and the economic conaequences of converting to electric power.
--RAILWAY AGE--12-25-72.

----Watch for compléfion Tﬁisiépring of the new Victorla éfafion restaurant
in the 6500 block of SW Macadam iniPorttand. The resfauranf is one of a
chain in the U.S. and uses ,old bopxecar: and caboose bodies for a buiiding.

(S



