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The regular September meeting of the Pacific MNorthwest Chapter
will be held at the Union Pacific Clubhouse which is located

at the south end of Albina Yard. {t is one block south of the
intersection of North Interstate and Russell Street on the West
side of Interstate Avenue. Take Tri-Met bus #2 or #3.

The program will feature ''"What | did during the summer'. You

are invited to bring not more than 10 siides showing interesting
rail happenings you participated in or witnessed. {Note: Do not
bring anything about Railfair or the steam trip since that will be
covered next month). Rich Carlson also will be showing some 16mm
movies of the #4449 in Daylight colors.

Spend an eiectrifying weekend in Yakima. Details elsewhere in
this issue of The Trainmaster.

Deschutes River rail excursion sponsored by the Pacific Northwest
Chapter and operated by Amtrak. The one day trip from Portland to
Madras and return will be the first Amtrak excursion in 9% years.
Trip flyer enclosed with this issue.

Regular October meeting of the Pacific Morthwest Chapter will be
held at the Union Pacific Clubhouse. A spectacular sound and
slide show of #4449's rebuiiding and trip to California along
with the Sacramento Railfair will be presented. Delayed from the
September meeting due to several participants not being available
at the earlier date.

.Regular monthly meeting of the Pacific Northwest Chapter. Annual

election of officers for the up coming year will be held.

Chapter banquet at Airport Holiday Inn. Details in the October
Trainmaster
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SPEND AN ELECTRIFYING WEEKEND IN YAKIMA

The Pacific Northwest Chapter will be sponsoring a weekend trip September 26 and
27th to Yakima to photograph and ride the operations of the Yakima Valley Trans-
portation Company. Our chartered Trailways bus will leave Portland at 8:00am

and will stop at Maryhill to 'see ex-SP&S 2507 (really GN #2507) before our 12:30
arrival in Yakima. We will be staying at the Thunderbird Inn in Yakima - Yakima's
finest place to stay. We will have a quick lunch and then our bus will motorcade
the freight operations of the YFT until we get tired of it. The evening will be
free.

On Sunday our bus will take us to the trolley barns in downtown Yakima where we
will board our chartered single truck streetcar for a four hour trip over as much
of the YVT as can be covered during this period of time. Plenty of photo-run-bys.
We will depart Yakima around 3:00pm and arrive in Portland about 7:30pm. Those
members that went on the first charter of the YVT remember what an excellent time
was had by all. 3

PRICE--- $55,00*

‘ *The price includes all transportation and a hotel room (sharing
a double occupancy room) in Yakima. No meals or items of a personal nature are
included. Trip is limited to 32 people (the occupancy of the streetcar).

Reserve your space by sending in a check to PNWC/NRHS Room 1, Union Station,
Portland, Oregon 97209.

TRI-MET PURCHASES LIGHT RAIL CARS

Portlanders can expect to see sleek, new light rail cars in Portland as early as
September, 1983,

That's the delivery date for the first of 26 high~capacity rail vehicles to be
supplied by Bombardier, Ltd. of Quebec, Canada. Tri-Met is expected to sign a

$21.7 million contract soon with Bombardier for articulated rail cars. Bombardier
will build a vehicle designed by a major European manufacturer, Belgium's Con-
structions Ferrovaires et Metalliques -~ formerly known as Brugeoise-Nivelles (BN).
The car shell and trucks will be built in Canada, with final assembly at Bombardier's
new plant in Barre, Vermont.

The bid price per car was $775,521, plus an additional $1.5 million for spare parts,
special tools , technical support and training. Bombardier's bid surprised Tri-
Met officials, coming in about $7 million under estimate.

The only other bid submitted came from Siemens, a West German firm. Siemens' bid
was a fraction under $26 million. The two firms submitting bids survived a strin-
gent, two-step qualifying process required by Tri~-Met. The only U.S. transit rail
car manufacturer, the Budd Company, did not submit a proposal.

Each car will be about 88 feet long - nearly twice the length of the a standard
Tri-Met bus. The extra-long, articulated vehicles carry 76 seats, with room for
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over 200 standing and sitting passengers. During rush hours, two cars will be
coupled together, with trains running about every five minutes between Portland
and Gateway. The Bombardier cars feature double doors on each side, with two
spaces for wheelchair passengers at either end. Wheelchair 1ifts will be in-
stalled at most of the 26 stations along the 15-mile route. The 1ifts will be
part of the station rather than part of the vehcile. Tri-Met hopes by using this
method most of the operational problems experience by having lifts on vehicles
can be eliminated. '

When they arrive in Portland, the new cars will undergo testing and inspection

at the Light Rail maintenance facility, which is planned to be built at Ruby

Jct. (on the Portland Traction Company) near Gresham. The cars will be painted
with Tri-Met's new official colors, white with a tri-color stripe of red, burgundy
and orange.

Tri-Met will be also be receiving the first of 57 new articulated buses in the
Fall of 1981. The buses will be constructed by the tkarus Company of Hungry.
The major portion of the buses will be constructed and assembled in Los Angeles
by the Crown Coach Company.

The nation's first system wide ""honor fare'' system will be implemented in 1982

by Tri~Met. Edmonton, Calgary and San Diego use a ''honor system'' but only on
their light rail lines. Portland's system will cover all buses and rail cars.
Based upon systems used in Europe for many years, the 'honor system'' calls for

no fare collection or inspection by the operatnr of the vehicle. Passengers

will purchase their tickets before boarding or from the operator and validate

them in special boxes mounted on the vehicle. From time-to-time ticket inspectors
will board the vehicle and ask passengers for proof of ticketing. Failure to
have a valid ticket will result in a fine and other penelties.

AMTRAKING

Amtrak' s Board of Directors at their August 26th meeting passed upon a number

‘of train discontinuances and additions as a result of their budget reductions
passed by Congress. The Pacific International will be discontinued since it had
a passenger mile per train mile ratio of 67 which was well below the 100 required.
The InterAmerican will be operated south of St. Louis only three times a week but
will operate to San Antonio. The train will carry through Los Angeles to Chicago
cars via the Sunset Limited.

The big surprise was the institution of a new passenger train between Portland

and Spokane. The Empire Builder will split at Spokane into a Seattle section

via Wenatchee and a Portland section via the old SPES. New stops will include
Wishram, White Salmon and North Bonneville, No details were released on the
proposed schedule but indications are that it will be similiar to the old SP&S

#1 & #2 - leave Portland around 3:00pm (after a connection with the Coast Starlight)
arrive in Spokane about 11:00pm and leave Spokane about 1:30am running overnight

to Portland.

Amtrak's Pioneer will be receiving a Superliner lounge/cafe car in October and
possibly a through sleeper to Chicago via the San Francisco Zephyr. The through
coach has been running above capacity throughout the summer and Amtrak has been
short of equipment trying to put on a second through car..... Seen on the end of #11
August 27th, Casablance Fan Company's two private cars ''City of Pasadena' (ex NYC
round end car) and '"City of Industry'" (ex-Rl coach converted into bar/display car).
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In Aprll 1981 the Federal Railroad Administration and the National

Rallroad Passenger Corportation Issued the final evaluation af

s

Reproduced is that

in the United States.

Rail Passenger Corridors

he Portland to Seattle corridor.)

section that deals with t

Seattle-Portiand Corvidor

OREGON

BRITISH COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON

——————— HDED ROUTE
o e poss:us EXTENSION

The Seattle~Rxrtlamd carridar route esrves the rapidly growing
Bacific Northwest. Eoth cities are major transportation and distri~
bution centers with decp-draft geaports that link the area with
other U.S. cities, Alasia, and the Far East. The region is known
for its physical beauty, attracting large mrders of tourists to
enjcy the countain and emasitre recreation areas.

Strong local eentirart woeld @efer that the cxridar rouste be
extendad — muth of Fortland to Bucene and narth of Seattie to
Vangguver, B.C. Both extensions offer additional large popalation
centers that could increase ridership alormg the taute.

Engineering Reguirements

The 186-mile Seattle~Portland corridor uses a double track route
oned by the Burlington tkrthem (BN). Amtrek currently operates
three daily mssenger trains each vay over this route. In
addition, tri~weekly service is provided over the Seattle-Auburn
seqient as part of the Seattle-Chicago raute. Fr=ight traffic is
heavy, with 15 to 25 trains each way daily operating over a major
portion of whe line.

T rovide an expediticus corridor service over this route, a
relatively extermive cap1tal improvements rogram is reguired.
Alttough the Gouwble track is medaninately contimmmus welded rail
{O®R) maintained to FRA Class 4 standards, emall segments of
joimted rail should &e replacad with new GVR.  Additional
supervlevation is also reguired on appraximately 60 miles of the
main tracks to increase speeds over the line's large nunber of
curves. In addition, eoe exdsting track at various croesover
roints nexds rehahilitaticn as well as e signal woik.

A major comsideration on this line is the extormive mener of spesd
restrictions immsed by loal jurisdictiors — a factor that
substantially slows the average speed of pasmenger trains.

FEYoved crossing protections may be required at noweros road
cromgeings. Relief fram local spaeﬂ restrictiors is esasertial
before expanded oervice can be rovided with exeditios schadules.

Beattle's King Street Station reguires a fair amount of upgrading
to functian as the mrimary teminal for the corridor. i
Specifically, the water supply needs upgrading, ns edorage and
station trachs are . Bervicing facilities and standby
480—volt AC power must be added, a new engire remair and eervicim
farility mugt be built, and the wye turuirg facility requires
rehabilitation.

Aqtrak estimates that the track and signal work repired for
m!dm‘mﬁmwulru;me@@ndimmsmthermofsﬂtn
$66 million, Imroving signal protection or eliminating grade
crossings will require a further $2 million, and opgrading terminal
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ard station facilities will run sporaximetely $2 milldon. It
should be noted that these figures do mot include egineering and
design costo.

Ridership Projections

The SAs included in this carridor are Seattle, Tacoma, amd
Bortland, with a total popelation of 3,036,000, or 16,731 persons
per raute sile. B region has aine military installations within
a pomulaticn of 30,469, and a federal civillan emloyma population
of 43,145S.

Pagesnger train traffic curvently consists of threc trains each wsy
daiiy on 3 hour, 50 minute schcdules. futrak's Enpirve Builder (en
route to Jurago) serves the Seattle-Aulen segrent of this route
tri-weekly. Scheduled airline service between Seattle/Tacama and
fortland offers a 36 minute achadule. Exress s service is
available =tween all moints, vith Seattle-Portland schervles as
low as 24 hours. Fur the auto traveler, Interstats 5 parallels
thig route throudghout the carrider.

The follocwing toble ehca cammn carrisr service and fares as of
Fehruary 19891 btetween Saattle and Portland:

Cne-Yay
tnlly P sl Best Scheduls Orn=kiny Pare
Rail 6 3:50 $18.00
Alr 41 0233 26-55.00
Bug® 42 3:30 13.15

tecanter 1980 daia.

Given the increased of corridor trains, it is projected that
the rail schedule would be imzoved to 3 tours, 30 minutes.

with a projected ridesship of 53.3 millicn passspger miles per
year, Amtrak estimmtes that the annual reveme for this aorridor

“would be $5.91 million. If the dzmard for carridor service excesis

the lm=s mojection by 25 paroeat, the ridership on this corridar
would ke 66.63 million passenser miles g2r year, for an estimatsd
annual revene of $7.37 milliam.

Bquipment Requirements
Amtrak has estimated the numier of train s=ta that would k=
required to coerate the new train frag=nriea, the cost of
the incewmental equiprent reguired, and th= value of the existing

i . In addition, enigent needs and cests have been

equigrent
calculated for en asawnad demand 25 percent atove the baee
gojection,

Capital Costs
§im HELT]dicess] B h.l.i.::-:lll. Hizrts
vValue of faquired Bdatirg  fromamd
Existing raental Train Train
o IR P YR Satn Saka
6 Round Trips $13.4 $ 7.4 Anficet 3 6
6 RTs (+25%
Dtand ) 13.4 13.4 amfleet 3 6
Statistics

To mmasure the mrojected performance of this corridor rouvte, Amtrak
has calculated three statistics using the kase derand projections
-- m@ssenger miles ger train mile (PM/M), the short-temu avoidable
loss per passenger mile, and the ratio of reven® to long-tern
avoidable cost. Mitrak has also calculated these sare statistirs
to reflect an assumed rideyship 25 pesTent above that base
projection.

Rourd Trips Avoli. Rev/Cost

s B PV Ioas/Pt matin

Projected Oeend 6 65 13.5¢ 37%
CQurent 3 99 8.7 40
Incremental 3 32 28.7 EL)
+25% O=mad 6 82 10.7¢ 428
Qurrent 3 99 8.7 40
Incrarental 3 (1 JEN ] T

Pegloymmnt Benofits

Operation of the additional eervice dascribed here would provide
onping cnploynant for 147 pecple in such categories as engire and
train crews, heavy and running maintenance crers, ard station and
an-toard service persomel. In addition, the capital immovew=nts
described for this corridor would reguire 3,299 person—yeara aof
lator.

Conmunity Views

n January 15 and 16, 1981, Awtrak corducted briefing sessions in
Portland and Seattle, respectively, on the moposed corridot
between these two cities. The meetings we=re held to dbtain the
views of the region's commmity and business leaders and were
called by the Mayor of Fortland, Frank Ivancie, and the Secretary -
of the Washington Department of Txransportation, W..A. Bulley. Both
meetings attracted a large audience of state, cawrty, ard city



officials; mayors of corrida ccmmnities; regresentatives fram
railroad cmpanies, transportation uniang, Charbers of Cowrerce,
convention and tourist bureaus, tranait companies, transpartation
planning departments, Qzmressicnal offices, and pessngac
associations; as well as interestad ivate citizens.

Response to the czridor concept cutlined by Amtrak r@:esentatives
wes eathueiastic at hoth briefing sessiong, as well as

subsequent written eshbmiesions. HRarticipants exgressed cptimm
alout growing rid-rship. Ih addition to the sizable asd increasing
tourist maerket attracted to the Pacific Mnrtlwest, respoadents
noted that a areat deal of huginess travel acurs along ehe
Portlangd-0lymne-Tacaea-Saeattle corridar.

A rgjar insue at boti briefing sessions wes the edensicn of the
carridor =~ south tc Eugens and narth to Vancaver, B.C. As notad
by the Qregon Associstion of Railway Pasaengers, the population
cancentrations along b= current corridar are significant, tut to
delete RPugene and Vencoeener is to ignore the potsntial of
edditional lar;s sopulationse, Although 70.1 percent of .
Washington's pommlation lives along tha Roxtland-Seattle route,
69.2 gercent of Qregon's mpulaticn lives along the Willamotte
valley between Rugene and PFortland, and 56.1 gercent of the entire
gopulation of British Colurtia lives in the Vancouver/Victoria,
area. In aidition, the ares north of Seattle to Everett amd

is also growing rapidly. Althoush Qregan currently offers a 403(b)
service in conjunctinn with Antrak twice daily between Fortland and
Bugene, and &atrek offers a daily service hetween Seattle and
Vancouver, both oral and written testimonias stressed the need for
the greater frequencies ard improved echedules that are part of
caTridar service in arder to take full advantage of the ridershin
otential of these segments., In particular, the strong working
relationship betwesn the two state goverments in Salem and Qlympia
was euggested as a significant eource of tusinesa travelers. e
State of Qregan subsequently informed Amtrak of its strong supprt
for extending the corrider to Bugens.

Reresematives for both end-point cities expect initiation of
carzidar eervice to act aa a stisulus to ongoing revitalizatinn
projects arourd their stationa. In @artland, the Uhion Station is
well Jocated in the downtown area with a nuther of aaw office
buildings and hotels within walidng diatance. Seattle's @ing
Streat Station is aleo comveniently loceted in the daatoam area,
ard aurrently several revitalization grojects are underw@y of
plannad within the station's vicinity. In addition, the Seattle
statim is adjacent to the Ringdare, which attracts a large
audience for its epnrts evemnts, many of vhan travel fram dowr-line
comnmities by train.

To encourage ridership, Seattle and Portland and the o state
departments of ttangpartatinn enccurage the intermaxdal concept in

their developsent plans. Both Rxrtland and Seattle have excellent
frogressive transit systems with downtoun area “free zane" hus
programs that serve the amtrak stations. In addition, at the
suggestion of the Qregon DOT, an intercity trapsit campany and
Amtrak have ocoardinated their schedules arourd the daily Pioneer
Portland stop to enable passengers to cannect with bus servicea to
their off-line comunities. fortland aleo has installed automated
kiogks that giwe informetion on intermodal transpartation
alternatives to given locations, including Amtrak‘s train routes.
Qe intermedal concern raised at the Rartland kriefing by
associations far bicycle riders vas the need for facilities on
trains to alles them to bring their bicycles on board, es is done
in nrope,

Seattle and the State of Washimgron are also emphasizing the
intermodal cancept., Mot only dg manmy bus routes connect the
Seattle Amutrak gtation with urban and suburban areas, kit alsi a
regional transit agency is considering the constructica of a mejor
public transportation terminal in the vicinity of the Ring Street
Statjon. M addition, several en route stocs are directly eerved
by intercity bus connections. Bven the rerote station in Zast
Olyﬂ@awulmbeﬁezuzdhyu nsit services tn the city
center. Finally, the state is investijating an intemodal
infirmaticn and referral systas o @amste farm® of travel other
than by astarabile.

Several aidditional factors relevent to corridor rail service were
noted:

o Qurrently, the one mjor road comnecting Seattle and
Bortland {Interstate 5) is wery congested. The Washington
Department of Transportation's fecently canplet:s! plan
estimates spproxinately $400 million in highsway i
along the corridor betwen 1981 and 1993, Although irgroved
rail service will ot elirinate the nzed for all
Inpravements, the state kelieves that some upgrad
mogectamymtl:era;uiraiifmv;sumisrai\na]by
increasm) use of trains.

0 Air service bebween Seattle and Fortland is often aispended
because of foy cover. Increasad train service could provide
an attractive alternative during these periods.

0 Airlines have reduced their frequency of sexrvice fran
tortland to Seattle and for en route cormmnities, leaving a
transpartation need that could be £11led by increased train

fraqencies,

W addition to general smpport for a corridor eecvice, both Qrégon
and Washington have shown and exmressed a willingness to contritmte
to the developrent raquirements and suppletental needs of a
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VERY IMPORTANT MOTICE ~ PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

Rising postal costs are making it necessary that the Chapter reduce its postage
bill. As a first step in this process we_are taking a close look at the mailing
list of The Trainmaster. Enclosed in this issue of the TM is a postal card with
the Chapter's address on it and a copy of your mailing label. In the lower right
hand corner you will find a colored check mark. The key to this check mark is:

Blue = You will continue to receive The Trainmaster as usual and pq
further action is required on your part.

Green - We are sending you The Trainmaster as an exchange publication.
and we receive your organization's newsletter in return. We
will continue this arrangement unless we hear from you to the
contrary.

Brown = We send you The Trainmaster but we receive no publication in
return. |If you want to receive the TM please send in the card
and indicate you want to continue to receive our publication.

Red - You will recelve no further issue of The Trainmaster unless you
send in the enclosed post card.

Please make any corrections on the the mailing label that are necessary. There

is also a space for comments. We are especially interested in any Chapter members
that have not received their copy of the national bulletin. - If you have not
received your issue No 2 within the last several weeks please let us know so we
can notify the manager of The Bulletin.

PASSENGER SERVICE ON THE PEND O'REILLE VALLEY RR

Passenger service returned after 43 years on the former ldaho, Washington & North-
ern, now the Pend O'Reilie Valley RR operated by the Kyle Railroad Co. of the
""Blue Goose' logc.

Eight round trips were made between lone and Metaline Falls on July 24, 25 and 26
using Alco R17 number 102 and a Willamina & Grand Ronde bulkhead flatcar fitted
with fences, benches end a retractable plastic covering in case of rain. One run
on Friday evening, four on Saturday and three on Sunday werecomplete sellouts at
$3 per person. The ride from lone to Metaline Falls and back took two hours "in~
cluding a stop on Box Canyon bridge to look down at the dam.

The line is very scenic with two tunrnels (one very shortJ’Ehe;other more than 700
ft.) plus several side-hill trestles and one regular trestle near Metaline Falls.

Harold Sargent, general manager of the POV, told us that a passenger coach from
Cocttage Grove, Oregon had been scheduled for these trips, but necessary work on it
had not been completed in time for this local holiday and celebration. A regular
program of excursions between Newport and Metaline Falls is not being planned un-
til after the track has been completely renovated which may be up to two years.
(From Inland Empire Chapter Yardbull)
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COMING EVENTS

THE GREAT TRAIN EXPO & SWAP MEET, September 26 & 27, 10 AM to 5 PM at the Marshall
Center, Vancouver, WA. General admission: $1.00 donation. Swap Meet: Swap space

is $5.00 for a 4' x 6' space. Bring your own table. For space reservations write
to Jerry Jacobus, 2909 NE 65th St., Vancouver, WA 98663. For information call

(206) 693-2118 days. Train Expo: Live steam engines. Modular layouts in operation.
Many model displays. ''How To'' clinics. Railroad slide show. Railroad movies.
Marshall Center is located just northeast of the intersection of Interstate 5 and
Mill Plain Blvd. in Van~ uver. Access from Vancouver Way and MclLoughlin Blvd.

SLIDE~A-THON ~ Sunday, October 11, 1981 at Four Corners Elementary School,

500 Elma S.E., Salem, Oregon. Presentations by Wade Stevenson and Warren McGee.
Railroadiana flea market. Photo contest with prizes. Bring your ten favorite
slides to show. Registration will begin at 11:(0 AM., First slide show at 1:00 PM,
Write or phone Ed Austin, 587 - 22nd St. N.E., Salem, OR 97301, (503) 399-0239
for registration cost and more information.

DINNER IN THE DINER - ECONOMY STYLE

Dinner in the diner won't be the same come Oct. 1! As an ecopomy measure Amtrak
made reductions in dining car service on four long distance trains effective June 17
to show the Reagan administration that it is taking steps to economize as a condi~-
tion of getting continued funding for the national system. The four trains are

the BROADWAY LIMITED, CRESCENT, SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR, and SOUTHWEST LIMITED. Al-
though Amtrak says the reductions are an experiment, informed sources say you can
expect to see the economies continue and be put into effect on all Amtrak service.
Essentially what has taken place is a ''bare-bones! dining service. All that re-
mains of the traditional service is the scenery out the windows! The food Is airline
style, pre-prepared meals, microwaved back to life aboard the dining cars. Three
entrees are available for lunch or dinner (a seafood platter, steak or chicken);

two are on the breakfast menu (cheese omelet or pancakes). Each meal comes with
specific side dishes that cannot be substituted. The food is arranged on small
trays and brought to tables devoid of linen, crystal, metal flatware and flowers.

As in the air, each patron is provided a packet containing plastic utensils, con-
diments and a paper napkin. A water pitcher and plastic cups are set on each table;
passengers help themselves. On the Superliners, a cook, a steward and two waiters
staff each car. (On the Crescent no steward was in evidence; passengers are told
to "sit anywhere.'') Patrons are handed a single page menu-cum= order-form on

which to mark selections. Meals are paid for in advance and passengers are speci=
fically discouraged from ordering desserts, beverages or additional food later in
the meal. Reports coming to us from those who have already experienced this new
service are not encouraging. The general observation is that veteran passengers
dislike the new service and conveyed this sentiment to the crews. Newcomers, who
didn't know any better, find little to complain about. (High Green and Rail Tra-
vel News via The 470)
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