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Southern Pacific 0-8-0 Switchers 

Reprinted from the Novem

ber, 1996 issue of The 
Ferroequinologist, Central 

Coast Chapter, NRHS 

Up until recent years, switch en
gines have played an important part 
on the rail scene. Steam switch en
gines ranged from diminutive 0-4-
Os up to massive 0-10-0s and 0-10-
2s. Southern Pacific rostered an ex
tensive fleet of 0-6-0s, which were 
assigned to yard and industry switch
ing duties throughout the SP system. 
The Pacific Lines had 309 0-6-0s 
numbered in the 1000, 1100 and 
1200 series. The Texas & New Or
leans (Atlantic Lines) had a total of 
158 0-6-0s while the Southern Pa
cific de Mexico rostered 11 0-6-0s. 

Most large railroads rostered 
large fleets of 0-8-0 switchers for 
heavy yard switching and transfer 
service. The SP employed compara
tively few 0-8-0s, instead electing to 
equip a small number of 2-8-0s with 
footboards and assigning these loco
motives to heavy duty switching ser
vice. Twenty-seven 0-8-0s worked 
on the SP lines with 15 assigned to 
the Pacific Lines and 12 assigned to 
T&NO trackage east of El Paso, 
Texas. 

1997 CONVENTION NOTE: 
Please read Editor's Column on 

pageS. 
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The first group ofO-8-0s arrived 
from the EI Paso & Southwestern. 
In 1924 SP acquired the EP&SW, 
which operated from Tucson, Ari
zona to Tucumcari, New Mexico via 
El Paso. Along with that transaction 
came seven 0-8-0s, the oldest of 
which was built by Baldwin in July 
1898 as Alamagordo & Sacramento 
Mountain RR 2-8-2TNo. 101. This 
locomotive, ex-El Paso & Northeast
ern No. 401, was given SP number 
1300. Ex-EP&SW 0-8-0s Nos. 50-
54 were built by Baldwin in 1901 
and given SP numbers 1301-1305. 
Ex-EP& SW No. 55, built by 
Baldwin in 1903, was given number 
1306. All six were built as 2-8-0s. 
SP 1300 was assigned Class SE-l 
while Nos. 1301-1306 became class 
SE-2. 

The first of the former EP &SW 
0-8-0 switchers to leave the roster 
was the 1300, which was vacated at 
Watsonville Junction July 30, 1932 
and scrapped at West Oakland July 
24, 1934. 1935 found four more of 
the 0-8-0s leaving the roster when 

Nos. 1301, 1303, 1304 and 1305 
were scrapped in El Paso. In 1942 
number 1302 was renumbered 1400 
and 1306 was renumbered 1401. No. 
1401 was vacated at Los Angeles 
May 19,1947 and scrapped June 16, 
1947. No. 1400(1) (poor print-edi
tor) the last of the ex-EP&SW 0-8-

Os, was vacated August 14, 1950 and 
scrapped October 31, 1950 at Tuc
son as No. 4500. 

In 1930, when the depression 
was beginning, SP elected to con
struct a small fleet of 0-8-0 switch
ers at its Sacramento and Houston 
shops. Between May and November 
1930 the Sacramento Shops con
structed six 0-8-0s using reclaimed 

. boilers from 3000-series 4-4-2s. The 
locomotives were numbered 1307-
1312. 

In 1931, Sacramento Shops 
rolled out one more 0-8-0 numbered 
1313. One last 0-8-0 was con
structed by the Sacramento Shops 
when No. 1314, built in April 1937, . 
was. completed. The seven· Sacra
mento Shop constructed locomotives 
were assigned class SE-4. The'S' 
indicated switcher, the 'E' f�r eight 
wheels. 

The T &NO lines were in need 
of heavy switching power at the same 
time and the Houston Shops took on 
the project of constructing 0-8-0s 
using boilers reolaimed from retired 
2-6-6-2s. Between March and June 
1930, Houston turned out six 0-8-
Os numbered 175-180. Between 
March and June 1931, Houston 
turned out four more 0-8-0s num
bered 181-184. The final two T&NO 

(see SP 0-8-0 Switchers on page 
3, col. 1) 
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its members. Articles which appear 
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discretion. 
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REGULAR RUNS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING Thursday, December 12 & Thursday, Janu
ary 9,7:00 P.M., at Room 208, Union Station. Enter through the main entrance, turn 
right two times, past the magazine stand, first door on left at hallway to Wilfs. 

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING Friday, December 20 & Friday, Janu
ary 17, 7:30 P.M., at St. David's Episcopal Church, 2800 S.E. Harrison. The business 
meeting will start promptly at 7:30, with the newsreel and program following a short 
break. Refreshments will be available; please bring some money to feed the "kitty," so 
it can continue to feed us! 

WEEKLY NO-HOST LUNCHEON every Saturday, 12:00 Noon, at the Semaphore 
Restaurant at S.E. 17th & S.E. Holgate Blvd. Our group is in the back. Come on down! 

. ROLLING STOCK WORK SESSIONS are planned to prepare cars for leases. 
Contact Richard Gray (657-8250), or Peter Rodabaugh (771-8545) for an update. 

LffiRARY/ARCIllVES WORK SESSION: Thursday, December 12 & Thursday, 
January 9, 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at Room I & lA, Union Station. Help is �ed to 
get things organized and catalogued. Contact Bob Weaver (654-4274) for more infor
mation. 

CHAPTER LffiRARY OPEN HOURS Saturday, December 21 & 28, & Saturday, 
January 18 & 25, 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. at Room I, Union Station. Call Jim Loomis 
(253-3926) for appointments, if this is a difficult day and/or time for you. 

EXTRA BOARD 

CHAPTER ELECTION of OFFICERS: Friday, December 20, 1996, at the monthly 
mebership meeting. If you can not attend, be sure your absentee ballot arrives at Room 
I before the meeting. 

ANNUAL CHAPTER BANQUET: Tentatively scheduled for March, 1997. Further 
information as it becomes available, or contact Darel Mack, activities chair, at (503) 
654-5017. 
SWAP MEET: Saturday, March 8, 1997. See page 7 for information and vendor table 
order form. 

NRHS SPRING 1997 BOARD MEETING: April 4, 5 & 6, 1997, in Portland, Or
egon. Events are still in the planning stages. Contact Gerald Schuler, Cbapter Na

. tional Director, at (503) 285-7941 for more specifics. 

DECEMBER 20 MEETING PROGRAM 
Program begins after business meeting 

Lumber Company Video 
To be presented by: 

Ed Ackerman 

JANUARY 17 MEETING PROGRAM 

A Library Rail Vid'eo 
To be presented by: 

Jim Loomis 
NOTICE: Programs are needed for future meetings. Anyone who is willing to 
present a program (slides, film, etc.) at a Chapter meeting, please contact the 
President. 
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(Due to vacations and holidays, the minutes did not 
arrive at press time. They will appear along with the 

December minutes in the January issue-editor) 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

SP 0-8-0 Switchers 
(continued from page 1) 

0-8-0s rolled out of Houston Shops in May 1936 and 
were given numbers 185-186. 

With diesel switchers arriving on the property, the 
small fleet ofO-8-0s was renumbered twice to make way 
for the new arrivals. In 1938, Nos. 1307-1314 were re
numbered to 1402-1409. Following the end of World 
War II, more diesel switchers were arriving and once 
again the 0-8-0s were renumbered. In 1948, Nos. 1402-
1409 were renumbered to 4501-4508. In 1950 and 1951, 
the T &NO 0-8-0s were renumbered from 175-186 to 
850-861. 

• Assignments 

Being heavy-duty switch engines, SP's 0-8-0s spent 
almost all their time working in the major yards on the 
system. On the T &NO, the 0-8-0s were usually assigned 
to El Paso, San Antonio and Houston in Texas and 
Avondale Yard in Louisiana. On the Pacific Lines, the 
0-8-0s were assigned to Oakland, Roseville, Los Ange
les and Tucson. In 1938 the Pacific Lines 0-8-0s were 
assigned as follows: 

Roseville (2) 1402, 1408. 

Sacramento (1) 1403. 
Los Angeles (4) 1404, 1405, 1406, 1409. 

Bayshore (1) 1407 

In 1952 the eight Pacific Lines 0-8-0s were as
signed as follows: 

Sacramento Division (3) 4501, 4502, 4508 

Los Angeles Division (4) 4504, 4505, 4506, 4507. 

Tucson Division (1) 4503. 

In 1952, the T&NO was well on the way to com
plete dieselization and found it had excess 0-8-0s. On 
July 22, 1952 T&NO 855 and 860 (ex-180 and 185) 
were transferred to the Pacific Lines and numbered 4509 
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and 45 10. On October 26, 1953 two more T&NO 0-
8-0s migrated west when 851 and 854 (ex-176 and 
179) became SP 4511 and 4512. The four ex-T &NO 
0-8-0s were class SE-3 . 

• End of the Road 

By the 1950s, the Bay Area and Northern Cali
fornia became the last stand for steam power on the 
SP. First the 0-8-0 assigned to Tucson was moved to 
Roseville, then the 0-8-0s assigned to Los Angeles 
were transferred to Northern California. By the mid-
1950s the fleet of 0-8-0s was working yards at 
Roseville, Fresno, Tracy and Oakland. 

The first Sacramento-built 0-8-0 to depart was 
4505 which was vacated on August 13, 1956 and 
sold for scrap September 18, 1956 to Luria Brothers 
at Richmond. Also being vacated in 1956 were 4502, 
4506,4510 and 4511. 1957 found four more 0-8-0s 
vacated; the 4501, 4504, 4508 and 4509.1958 would 
see the last of the Pacific Lines 0-8-0s leave the ros
ter. No. 4503 was vacated May 21, 1958 and 
scrapped at Bayshore June 22, 1960. No. 4507 was 
vacated June 21, 1958 and sold for scrap Apri( 26, 
1959 to California Metals at Pittsburgh. No. 4512 
was vacated September 24, 1958 and sold for scrap 
June 15, 1959 to National Metals & Steel in Los 
Angeles. The date a locomotive was vacated is the 
official date the locomotive was retired from the ros
ter. In many cases steam locomotives were stored in 
either serviceable or unserviceable condition for many 
months or even years before they were officially va
cated from the roster. As the steam era on SP was 
coming to a close, yards at Bayshore, Oakland and 
Sacramento were filled with stored steam locomo
tives that had not turned a wheel in revenue service 
for many months. 

Of the T &N 0 0-8-0s, the first to leave the roster 
were the 855 (ex-180) and 860 (ex-I 85) in 1952 when 
they were transferred to the Pacific Lines. This was 
followed in 1953 with 851 (ex-176) and 854 (ex-
179) coming to the Pacific Lines while No. 853 was 
scrapped at Houston. 

The first T &NO 0-8-0 scrapped was the 85'3 in 
1953. 1954 found two T&NO 0-8-0s scrapped fol
lowed in 1956 with four more of the locomotives 
being sold for scrap. The last of the T&NO 0-8-0s, 
No. 852 was sold for scrap January 7, 1957 to Hous
ton Compressed Steel. 

-continued on page 4, col. 1 
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SP 0-8-0 Switchers 
(continued from page 3, col. 2) 

When originally built, the 0-8-0s were given rect
angular tenders. As the years went by, the original ten
ders were replaced by cylinder-type tenders from re
tired 0-6-0s. 

One of the things that make this small group ofO-8-
Os unique is the fact that they were the last new steam 
switch engines acquired by the SP. In 1924 Lima Loco
motive Works turned out twenty new 0-6-0 switchers 
for SP. Ten of the 0-6-0s were assigned to the Pacific 
Lines and given numbers 1285-1294 and ten went to 
T&NO as numbers 147-156. In 1926 SP's Houston 
Shops turned out ten additional 0-6-0s for T &NO ser
vice, numbered 157-166. No. 4508, originally numbered 
1314, was the last of the 0-8-0s built by the Sacramento 
Shops, constructed in April, 1937 and placed in service 
April 26, 1937. The 0-8-0s built at the Sacramento Shops 
featured the so-called "spot cab" with a slight slant at 
the boiler end of the cab. 

The small fleet of SP 0-8-0s had a short career on 
SP, even though they were the newest-and most modem 
steam switchers on SP's roster. The arrival of massive 
fleets of EMD NW-2, Alco S-I, S-2 and S4, Baldwin 
S-12 and Fairbanks-Morse H1244 diesel switchers from 
the early 1940s until the late 1950s brought an untimely 
end to SP's 0-8-0s. Because of their small number and 
the fact they spent most of their working career in yards, 
the 0-8-0s were often overlooked and seldom photo
graphed by most railfans. The end of steam operation 
on SP took place on October 19, 1958, but even before 
that date several of the 0-8-0s were already stored out 
of service in deadlines at Bayshore, Oakland, Sacra
mento and Roseville. From the deadlines they were towed 
dead to scrap yards in Pittsburgh, South San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. While several 0-6-0s were donated to 

cities, no 0-8-0s were saved. 

SOURCES: 

Southern Pacific Company Steam Locomotive 
Compendium by Timothy S. Diebert and Joseph A. 
Strapac, published by Shade Tree Books 1987. 

A Century of Southern Pacific Steam Locomotives 
by Guy L. Dunscomb, published by the author 1963. 

Southern Pacific Review 1952-1982 by Joseph A. 
Strapac, published by the Pacific Coast Chapter of the 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society and Shade 
Tree Books, 1983. 
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PLIGHTS 
NRHS 

OF FELLOW 
CHAPTERS 

Homeless ... after many years, our Chapter is look

ing for a new place to hang our hats and go about the 
business of being what is arguably one of the best groups 
of railfans and rail historians in the country. We will 
miss Union Station for many reasons. Let's face it, there 
is something truly magical about having a railfans' club 
offices in a real live train station complete with daily 
Amtrak service. 

There was a time when lots of cheap, or even free 
parking was available, and our members came down of 
Friday nights to spend time together and do all of the 
many chores that must be done. In those days, when the 
train was on time, we would leave our office at nine 
0' clock and walk through a darkened waiting room and 
past the lonely guard who would follow us out apd lock 
up for the night. 

Of course, we always knew how cool it was to be in 
Lower Downtown Denver long before it caught the fancy 
of developers and mushroomed into the exciting although 
expensive area it has become. In the past few years, we 
have seen parking go from being available and almost 
always free, to the current $10.00 'game day' fees and 
hard to find even at that price. 

Today, Union Station houses Amtrak, the Ski Train, 
the beautiful but amazingly loud Flat Pennies Grill and 
the even more lovely, but usually empty T.G.I. Fridays 
restaurant. Grandpa's is long gone, moved over to the 
Oxford. The Station is going through a renaissance as 
developers struggle to find the best way to squeeze as 
much money out of the old girl as they can. 

Make no mistake about it, I am very sad about leav
ing Union Station. The view of the tracks from the of
fice was wonderful. I can't imagine what it will be like 
to look at that marvelous, old building from the outside 
... homeless. 

(Intermountain Chapter, NRHS, Denver, Colo
rado, by way of The SHORTLINE, Champlain Val
ley Chapter, NRHS, November, 1996) 

Editor's Note: Our chapter is facing the same 
problems. With the rental costs constantly increasing 
at Portland Union Station, we need a permanent home 
for the chapter offices, as well as the library, archives, 
concessions supplies, museum and rolling stock. Any 

financial donations you can provide to help the chap
ter attain this goal would be greatly appreciated. 
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Editor's Column 
In the November issue, an 

article was reprinted from the 
Promontory Chapter's newslet
ter, The Golden Spike. The ar
ticle contained erroneous infor
mation relating to the 1 9 97 

NRHS Convention in Salt Lake 
City, UT. A letter was received 
by your editor from Thomas R. 

Moss, Regional Vice President, 
Mountain Plains, informing your 

editor of the error, and request

ing a retraction. 
On page 6 is a copy of the 

letter from NRHS President Greg 
Molloy to the editor of The 
Golden Spike. This letter con

tains the facts relating to the ar
ticle in question. Your editor ex

presses thanks to Mr. Moss for 
providing a copy of the letter. 

Your editor, after reviewing 
the article in question, feels that 
he received what he believed was 
proper information, as it was 
printed in a chapter newsletter, by 
the very chapter hosting the con
vention. This information was not 

received by word-of-mouth or 
Internet chatter. 

Your editor, therefore, after 
careful consideration, expresses 

apologies to the NRHS for the 

misinformation, but feels a retrac
tion is not properly justified from 

this point of view. 
The editor reserves the right 

to determine the articles used in 

The TRAINMASTER, and ex
pects articles supplied, especially 
from other chapter newsletters, 

to at least be already verified for 
content. 

-Jim Loomis 
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Important Candidate Statement 
To the Editor: 

Since I was out of town, I missed the deadline for the Voter's Guide, 
but I am a serious candidate for treasurer. My 14 years involved with the 
Chapter has ranged from Concessions worker and chairperson, to Museum 
committee worker, Rolling Stock committee member and worker, Excur
sion committee member and worker and holding the office of Vice-Presi
dent in 1994-1995. I am deeply concerned regarding some critical deci
sions to be made in the near future, and would like to be involved in those 
discussions on the high level, because our financial future is one of the 
major points of this discussion. With a National meeting occurring here in 
only five more months, it would be nice to be well on our way to resolving 
everything. Please help YOUR BOARD in whatever way you are asked 
to. We need members willing to be involved! ! ! 

Marilyn Edgar 
For Treasurer! 

AMTRAK 
UPDATE 

Amtrak got a much-needed 
boost from a joint House-Senate 
Conference Committee when they 
voted to increase Amtrak's funds by 
$82.5 million as part of a stopgap 
funding measure covering several 
agencies whose fiscal year 1997 bud
gets have not yet been approved. 

The additional money allows 
continued service on previously an
nounced cut backs of four lines for 
six months and for the Northeast 
Corridor Improvement Project. 
Staying on are The Pioneer, The 
Texas Eagle, the Desert Wind and 
the Lake Shore extension between 
Boston and Albany. The ax would 
have fallen on them on November 10. 

-from the November, 1996 is
sue of the Lancaster Dispatcher, 
Lancaster Chapter, NRHS 
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FACTS ON AMERICAN 
F REIGHT RAILROADS 

TODAY 

RAILROADS IN THE U.S. 
today carry: 

65% of all autos and auto parts 
60% of all coal 
50% of all pulp and paper 49% 

of all farm products 40% of chemi
cals 40% of food products 

A corollary graphic in "USA 
Today", from the Association of 
American Railroads shows the divi
sion of how freight is shipped in the 
U.S., by volume: 

Rail 
Truck 

40.6% 
27.2% 

Pipelines (oil, nat. gas) 17.7% 
Ships 14.1 % 

Air 0.4% 

-from the November, 1996 is
sue of The. SHORTLINE, 
Champlain Valley Chapter, NRHS 
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NATIONAL RAILWAY " HI§TORJCAL SOCIETY 
GREGORY P. MOLLOY 

PRESIDENT 

Dr. Stephen L. Carr, Editor 
Promontory Chapter NRHS 
2180 E. 4500 South, Suite #205 
Salt lake City, UT 84117-4434 

Dear Dr. Carr, 

October 24, 1996 l' 
40h. 4.fJllslt. 

NOV X ' /0 � .� �� 

634 FLAGSTAFF DRIVE 
CINCINNATI.OH 45215-2525 

(513) 729·5392 

I recently came across the September-October 1996 Issue of the Golden Spike, and I must admit the article 
tilled "1997 Convention �!e .. ·,,:;" caU3es me some concem. The article engages In public speculation, 
apparently made Yo4thout checking out the rumors. and at the same time makes several inaccurale 
statements. There have been no 1amuils" fi led and no action taken "on behalf of the NRHS" In opposition 
to the UP/SP merger. 

What actually happened is this: 

• An individual member of the Society registered an objection 10 the UP/SP merger durtng the 
Surtace Transportation Board's public comments period. The YtOrding of the letter Implied It spoke 
for the individual's chapter and/or the National Society. The Individual's actions \Wre not malicious. 
His intent was to obtain a complete set of documentation on the merger case for a historical library. 
Apparently, he had filed similar objections (also wlhoul our kntM4edge) in past merger cases wth 
the ICC for the same purpose. As far as � know, these past actions caused no problems �lh any 
of the parties involved. 

• A few people at Union Pacific became aWclfe of this filing and reacted negatively. They brought it to 
the attention of the NRHS national for the first time. 

• The national officers Investigated the matter Immediately. We asked the Individual to formally 
�thdraw the objection, vIIich he did , and to not take such actions in the future. We then exchanged 
letters wth top UP management explaining that this filing had been made wthout the authorization, 
krl<J!Medge, or approval of the NRHS or its officers and that the Society has not taken and does not 
inlend to take a public posllIon on this or any other merger case. 

• WH halfe avoided JkIb1Ic1zlflQ this matter in order to nat fan the flamC:;.DV�r 'w\tlal � believe to be a 
Simple misunderstanding. The key people at UP and the NRHS understand the situation. 

As a fonner NRHS convention chairman (Cincinnati . 1984), I am very much aware that the rallfan rumor mill 
can take up a lot of time and energy people v.oold much mther be spending on the upcoming convention .• I 
have already responded to one media source \Oklo heard from a railroad official that the NRHS was 
considering pulling the convention out of Salt lake City. I assured him this \\9S not the case. I can't say 
that the Golden Spike story was the source of that rumor, but we need to be careful, especially in a 
convention city. I v.oud lXge you '0 check out stories Involving the National Sodety y.Ath Tom Moss, me or 
another national officer before publishing them. We wll share any information we can. 

cc: les TIppie, Hans Koehler, Tom Moss, Judy calvert, National Officers 
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TABLE RESERVATION FORM 

Name: ________________ Phone: ( .... __ ---1) _______ _ 

Add�ss: ________________________________________________________ __ 

C lty/StateIZIP : _____________ __ _ _ _______ _ _ 

First table at $14 and ONLY $10 for each additional table (rented In the same name 
and located adjacent to one anotherl. A very limited number of wall tables are 
available In this naw location. We will attempt to provide wall tables or electricity, 
when requested (first come, first served). Your table rental entities you to two 
worker tickets. Additional worker tickets are available at $3 each. (This fee, 
coupled with the $4 discount on extra tables allows you to choose only the number 
of worker tickets you need and minimize your total cost.) Please Indicate how many 
tickets you need (include yourself In the count). Make checks payab le to: CGMRC. 
No. of tables: 1 @ $14 plus _ @ $10 = $ ____ __ 

No. of worker tickets: __ (2 max.) free + __ @ $3 ;;; $ ____ _ 

Total with this order: $ ------
Wall table(s)? Yes or No (please circle one) 

Electricity? Yas or No (please circle one) 

Otherspeclalneeds: ___________________________________________ _ 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Activities: Darel Mack, (503) 654-5017 
Meeting Program Coordinator: Bob Terkelsen, (503) 
399-1882 
Bylaws: Janet Larson, (503) 253-7436 
Concessions: Marilyn Edgar, (503) 236-7271 
Excursions: Irv Ewen, (503) 232-2441 
Finance: Ed Ackennan, (503) 649-6000 
Library & Historical Foundation: Jim Loomis, (503) 
253-3926 
Membership: Ralph Johnson, (503) 654-1930 
Museum: Glenn Laubaugh, (503) 655-5466 
Public Relations: Gerald Schuler, (503) 285-7941 
Publications: Vacant 
Rolling Stock: Richard Gray, (503) 657-8250 

Chief Mech. Off.: Peter Rodabaugh, 
(503) 771-8545 

Car Rental Agent: Bob Jackson, 
(503) 231-4808 
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Advisory Group: Frank Weiler, 
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3426 SE Kathryn Ct., Milwaukie, OR 97222-5538 

Darel Mack ('94, '95, '96): (503) 654-5017 
2695 SE Pinelane St., Milwaukie, OR 97267 

Dick Ordway ('92 thru '97): (360) 834-2073 
2513 NE 232nd Ave., Camas, WA 98607-9225 

Roger White ('94, '95, '96): (503) 678-2604 
12298 Donald Road, Aurora, OR 97002-9703 

Frank Weiler ('96, '97, '98): (503) 774-3319 
4504 SE Rural St., Portland, OR 97206-7775 

8 The Trainmaster 


