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November Meeting 

The November meeting will be on Friday, November 20th, at 8:00 pm at the home of Miln Gillespie at 

3549 S.W. Grover Street, Portland (which is located at the foot of S.W. 36th Avenue, just off Patton 

Road) at which time Mr. Charles Hayden will show 16 mm colored movies of his recent trip to Europe 

covering the railroads in the countries visited.  A special invitation is extended to members to bring their 

wives or girlfriends to this meeting.  Contact Miln at CA 2-6010 if you need additional information as to 

how to get to the meeting. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

We welcome as new members Mr. Roscoe Van Cleve of Drain, Oregon and Mr. Jack Norton, 7036 S.E. 

17th Avenue, Portland, Oregon.  Also, Mr. George Layman of Newberg has sent in a renewal of 

membership, which brings our membership to 26.  We are still hoping to run histories of Pacific 

Northwest shortlines with pictures in this publication, and we are now soliciting articles on any of these 

railroads.  We may have the use of a multi-lith machine, which will permit us to run pictures. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

Efforts are being continued to build up a library of railroadiana covering the railroads of the Pacific 

Northwest states.  We continue to urge members and others reading this bulletin to help secure this 

material, or suggest names of people who have something of value to us.  Please bring any material you 

might have to the meetings, or send through the mails.  Mr. Herb Arey has donated some old Railway 

Age magazines to our group.  I recently came across a man in New York who has several hundred 

negatives on lines in the Pacific Northwest, such as the O&C, OR&N, SFC&W, WV&C, N-C-O, IR&N, 

Oregonian Ry, Seattle Lake Shore and Eastern.  Who would think of contacting people in New York for 

pictures of railroads out here?  I have ordered some from this person, and if they are received prior to 

the meeting I will bring them along.   

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

It is reported by John Labbe that #12, a 2-6-6-2 tank locomotive, at Chelatchie Prairie on the line 

recently acquired by International Paper Co. from Harbor Plywood has been scrapped.  Present plans are 

to run a diesel on the line and bring the 680 from Grand Ronde for stand-by duty.  International Paper 

should close down their operations in the Grand Ronde area by the first of the year, but they hope to run 

that portion of the LP&N as a common carrier serving the various lumber mills along the line. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

On Monday, Oct. 19, nine cars of the westbound Western Star and the two unit diesel 804 were derailed 

four miles east at Lyle, Wash. when the SPS train struck a stalled semi-trailer truck loaded with fruit 

boxes.  Members of the nine-man train crew and some of the estimated 80 passengers were shaken up 

but no injuries were reported.  The engine came to a halt with both units leaning sharply to the left 

about 800 feet down the track.  Parts of the truck including its front wheels were rammed under the 

engine pilot.  One express car rolled down an embankment some 50 feet and lay on its side close to the 

Columbia River.  Others were jackknifed along the right-of-way in a tangle of broken ties and twisted rail. 

 

* * * * * * * * 
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No.5, a 2-8-2 owned in recent years by the Port of Grays Harbor in Washington was moved over the NP 

recently to the old Schafer Brothers Logging Railroad terminal at Brady, Wash.  According to Railroad 

Magazine, this locomotive was built in Japan in 1924 for the Carlton and Coast Railroad in Oregon.  It is 

to become a museum piece on Carl Schafer’s game farm north of Satsop, Wash. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

No more passengers will ride Western Pacific freight-train cabooses on the Inside Gateway route between 

Keddie and Bieber.  Passengers have been permitted to ride the caboose on certain trains--but only 45 

have done so since 1953.  The California PUC authorized discontinuance of applicable tariffs effective 

Oct. 26th. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

While browsing through a second-hand book store recently, I noticed a book entitled “First Annual Report 

of the Railroad Commission of Oregon to the Governor” dated 1907.  I purchased the book and upon 

checking through it, I find there is a wealth of information covering the railroads of the state in 1907.  

It shows that there were 31 railroads in the state that reported to the Railroad Commission, some of 

which are long-since abandoned, and others that have been absorbed into larger railroads.  Many of our 

present day shortlines were not in operation at this time.  We learn that the Portland Public Library has 

a complete file of these reports, and we are endeavoring through one of our members, to secure some for 

our own use.  These reports are invaluable to anyone working on the histories of the railroads in this 

state.  As an example of some of the information in this report, we have prepared the following 

summary of the information on the Great Southern Railway, a line that was abandoned during the 

depression. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

The Great Southern Railway was organized March 3, 1904 under laws of the state of Washington.  It 

consisted of 30 miles of line extending from Dufur, Oregon to The Dalles, Oregon, where it connected with 

the Union Pacific Railroad.  Equipment consisted of one locomotive, two passenger cars and 15 freight 

cars.  Along the line were 30 wooden bridges, with an aggregate length of 1923 feet, ranging in length 

from 8 feet 9 inches to 176 feet 2 inches.  There were no trestles, tunnels or railway crossings.  Total 

cost of construction as of June 30, 1907 was $446,758.35 and equipment cost $19,327.47, or a cost per 

mile of 1ine of $15,536.19.  John Heimrich of Portland was President, Sigmund Frank was Vice-

president, Julius Meier was Secretary, J.D. Tobin was Superintendant.  A total of $100,000 in common 

stock was outstanding.  Passenger revenue was $8404.75, freight revenue was $13,861.86 and other 

income was $134.35, or a total revenue of $22,400.96 but operating expenses were $23,590.15, or a net 

operating loss of $1,189.19.  Interest payments and taxes brought the total deficit for the year to 

$19,853.84.  The bulk of the lines freight revenue came from hauling agriculture commodities.  The line 

had 26 employees and their average daily compensation was $2.27.  The line did not report any 

accidents for the year but they did spend $27.00 for clearing a wreck.  

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

This and That:  Southern Pacific has been awarded the Public Relations News Annual Achievement award 

for 1959…..Union Pacific has put in service 14 of 75 new turbocharged diesel electric locomotives which 

burn residual instead of diesel fuel…..Rayonier is reported laying track on their new roadbed north of 

Hoquiam, which will bypass Railroad Camp.  Several cars of scrap rail have moved out of Hoquiam.  The 

right-of-way was prepared several years ago but no rail had been put down….. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

Remember to be on the lookout for items of interest for our club’s library. 

 

* * * * * * * * 

 

Also be on the lookout for new members for our group. 

 


